* Celebrate Freedom Week *
Weekly Announcements – Set One
Monday - Intent, meaning, and importance of the Declaration of Independence
What will be your greatest achievement? Thomas Jefferson considered the writing of the Declaration of Independence his greatest achievement. It marked the beginning of self-government in America. He stated near the end of his life that his goal in writing the Declaration of Independence was “not to find out new principles, or new arguments, never before thought of, not merely to say things which has never been said before; but to place before mankind the common sense of the subject, in terms so plain and firm as to command their assent…it was intended to be an expression of the American mind, and to give to that expression the proper tone and spirit called for by the occasion.” Thomas Jefferson didn’t just say who we are as Americans but what we can be. As Americans, what will you contribute? What will the words of the Declaration of Independence mean to you and how will you use them for the good of all? Celebrate Freedom Week!
Source: http://www.pbs.org/jefferson/enlight/politi.htm
Tuesday – Bill of Rights
What is the big deal about the “Bill of Rights?” How does it affect your life? If you don’t know, ask a person who was involved in the Civil Rights movement; or a person who was allowed to participate in any religion they wanted; or a person who was arrested and got their “due process”. According to the “Bill of Rights” these people were guaranteed the right to protest, to participate in any religion they wanted and to have a right to defend them selves if arrested. Fearing that the central government was given too much power by the U.S. Constitution, the Bill of Rights was added to “spell out the immunities [or freedoms] of individual citizens. “ The intent of the first ten amendments was to protect the rights of citizens from their government and guarantee us our “unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” Since then, it has protected the rights of citizens from housing soldiers during war time; it has allowed you and others to speak, write, and protest about things the government has done that you do not agree with; and if arrested, you will not receive cruel and unusual punishment. So what is the big deal about the “Bill of Rights?” Read the Bill of Rights and see how it affects your everyday life to see what the big deal is about. Celebrate Freedom Week!
Source: http://www.archives.gov
Wednesday – Abolitionist movement which led to the Emancipation Proclamation
When Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863 and the passing of the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments which freed the slaves, gave them the right to vote, and made them full citizens in the United States, it had been a long time coming. Both men and women known as abolitionist because they were trying to abolish slavery had been working for more than 30 years to end slavery in the United States. Two sisters involved in the abolitionist movement not only wanted to free slaves but also free women of their oppression. Sara Grimke, along with her sister Angelina, was the first women in the United States to publicly argue for the abolition of slavery. Cultured and well-educated, they had first hand knowledge of the condition of slaves. Their own father was a strong advocate of slavery and keeping women “in their place.” The sisters’   lectures about abolishing slavery created violent criticism because it was considered altogether improper for women to speak out on political issues. This made them aware of their own oppression as women, which they soon began to address along with abolitionism. The Grimke sisters insisted that both blacks and women deserved equality, not special treatment but simply the equal opportunity to succeed. They died before seeing women given the right to vote but because of their efforts women will gain the right to vote with the passing of the 19th amendment in 1920. Celebrate Freedom Week!
Source: http://www.english.ilstu.edu
Thursday – Formulation of the US Constitution
What is as strong as an oak tree but can bend like a rubber band? The answer is the U.S. Constitution. The Constitution is a strong document, more powerful than any branch of government or any state. At the same time, it is flexible enough to allow for freedom and changes in America. The Constitution of the United States is the cornerstone of our American government. In 4,543 words this document describes the structure or plan of the government and the rights of the American people. The Constitution is organized into three parts. It begins with the Preamble which describes the purpose of the document and the government.  Next are seven Articles. These articles establish how the government is structured and how the Constitution can be changed.  Last, are the changes to the Constitution which are called amendments. The first ten are called the Bill of Rights and as of today there are 17 more additional amendments. These amendments make the Constitution a "living document" because it can be amended or changed. So as an oak tree grows, provides shade, and sways in the wind, the U.S. Constitution grows, changes, protects, and guides us. Celebrate Freedom Week!
Source: http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
Friday – the study of the Declaration of Independence in relation to the rich diversity of our people as a nation immigrants and Veterans Day
Where did Americans come from? When the early explorers landed in the Americas there were people already here, but where did they come from? Americans have come from all walks of life and they have come to the United States for all sorts of reasons. As you look around your classroom, you will see Americans from Asia, Europe, South America, Africa, Mexico, Canada and mix of many ethnicities. We are all Americans for one reason though and that is for the freedoms we celebrate this week. We celebrate the demand for “no taxation without representation.” We celebrate the highest law of the land, the Constitution and the Bill of Rights which list the freedoms we enjoy everyday. We celebrate our colorful history and the rich diversity of our people as a nation of immigrants. Most importantly, today we celebrate Veterans Day and the men and women who gave their lives so that we may celebrate these freedoms. Know that nothing is free and that we ALL must give something to be free and to be an American. Celebrate Freedom Week!
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